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accepted since 1964, and have been used in over a dozen publications. To
avoid the introduction of a new generic name 1 propose to choose a new type-

species for Democriceiodon. Of course the best choice would be the species

which Fahlbusch, 1964 actually meant as the type-species, and which

remains without a name after C. minor is assigned to the small Megacrice-

lodon. Schaub, 1925 described the populations from La Grive and Sansan

as different subspecies, an opinion with which I fully agree. The material

from Sansan should be regarded as a subspecies of C. brevis, and I propose

to call it Democriceiodon brevis crassus nomen novum. The holotype shall

be the maxilla with Mi-M- which Fahlbusch, 1964 figures on page 22, fig. 7,

as the lectotype of D. minor. Since D. brevis crassus and D. minor sensu

Fahlbusch have the same type specimen there can be no doubt that Demo-
criceiodon brevis crassus is the same species as the one that Fahlbusch

actually meant to be the type-species of Democriceiodon. Thus, if Demo-
criceiodon brevis crassus is chosen as the type-species of the genus Democrice-

iodon, the concept of this genus is maintained exactly in its original way.

(g) If the International Commission agrees with the above arguments, 1

request that it:

( 1

)

use its plenary powers to set aside all designations of type-specimen for

Criceiodon minus Lartet, 1851, and having done so to designate the

specimen described in para, (e) above as neotype of that species;

(2) use its plenary powers to set aside all designations of type-species for

the nominal genus Democriceiodon Fahlbusch, 1964, made prior to

the present Ruling and having done so, to designate Democriceiodon

brevis crassus nom. nov. to be the type-species of that genus;

(3) to place the generic name Democriceiodon Fahlbusch, 1964 (gender:

masculine), type-species, by designation under the plenary powers in

(2) above, Democriceiodon brevis crassus. on the Official List of

Specific Names in Zoology;

(4) to place the following specific names on the OflScial List of Specific

Names in Zoology:

(a) minus Lartet, 1851, as published in the binomen Criceiodon

minus, as interpreted by the neotype designated in (1) above;

(b) crassus Freudenthal, 1968, as published in the combination

Democriceiodon brevis crassus (type-species of Democriceiodon

Fahlbusch, 1964).

OPINION IN THE QUESTION " WHAT IS CRICETODON MINOR
LARTET, 1851?"

By V. Fahlbusch

(h) The designation of a lectotype for Criceiodon minor Lartet, 1851 in my
1964 paper: Die Cricetiden (Mamm.) der Oberen Siisswasser-Molasse

Bayerns (Abh. Bayer. Akad. Wiss., Math.-Nalurw. KL, N.F. 118) was not

Bull. zool. Nomencl., Vol. 25, Parts 4/5. January 1969.



182 Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature

quite accepted by all my colleagues. However, since the publication of my
paper no new aspects have turned up. The arguments explained by

Freudenthal (1965) in his paper: Betrachtungen iiber die Gattung Cricetodon

(Proc. Kon. Nederl. Akad. Welenscli., Ser. B, 68, 5) do not give any new

view-points. Therefore I feel I should stick to my opinions and conclusions

as published in 1964. In addition I would like to make the following

points:

(i) Until 1964 no type specimen for Cricetodon minor Lartet, 1851 had been

designated.

(j) No author doubts the existence of two small species of " Cricetodon
"

(now: Democricetodon and Megacricetodon) in Sansan, nor is there any

doubt that Lartet had material of both species and took them together under

the name " Cricetodon minus ".

(k) The only material from Sansan, that, according to colleagues in Paris, may

be assumed to belong to the original collection of Lartet, is the collection in

the Paris Museum, which I mentioned in my publication (1964, page 13).

(1) From this original material of Lartet a lectotype was chosen according to

Art. 74 of the International rules of zoological nomenclature. The recom-

mendation 74 A had to remain unconsidered because only one of the two

species was present in this material. It was not possible to designate a

neotype, because syntypes were still available.

All other arguments as exposed by Dr. Freudenthal, like small differences

in size, abundance at the locality Sansan, figures in later publications, etc.

are without importance in this connection.

I therefore request that the Commission

:

place the specific name minus Lartet, 1851, as published in the binomen

Cricetodon minus, as interpreted by the lectotype designated by

Fahlbusch, 1964, on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology.

Literature

Baudelot, S. 1964. Description du Cricetodon minus de Sansan. Bull. Soc. Hist.

Nat., Toulouse 99 (1-2) : 195-204, 2 figs.

Black, C. C. 1961. Fossil mammals from Montana. Ft. I . Additions to the late

Miocene Flint Creek local Fauna. Ann. Carnegie Miis. 36 : 69-76, 3 figs.

Fahlbusch, V. 1964. Die Cricetiden (Mamm.) der Oberen Susswasser-Molasse.

Bayerns. Abli. Bav. .4liad. Wiss., Matii.-Naturw. KL, N.F., 118 : 1-136,

7 Tafeln, 67 Abb.
FiLHOL, H. 1891. Etudes sur les mammiferes fossiles de Sansan. Ann. Sciences

Geol. 21 : 1-319, pi. 1^6
Forsyth Major, J. 1891. Some rodents from the Middle Miocene lacustrine

deposits of Oeningen. Geol. Mag. 6 : 363-373, 2 figs., pi. 17

Freudenthal, M. 1963. Entwicklungsstufen der miozanen Cricetodontinae

(Mammalia, Rodentia) Mittelspaniens und ihre stratigraphische Bedeutung.

Beaufortia 10(119) : 51-157 ; 38 Abb., 1 Tafel

Freudenthal, M. 1965. Betrachtungen iiber die Gattung Cricetodon. Proc.

Kon. Nederl. Al<ad. Wetensch., B, 68 (5) : 293-305, 3 figs.

Gervais, p. 1859. Zoologie et Paleontologie francaises. 2e edition, viii + 544

pp., figs., atlas, 84 pis.



Bulletin oj Zoological Nomenclature 183

Lartet, E. 1851. Notice sur la colline de Sanson. J. A. Portesch, Auch, 47 pp.

*ScHAUB, S. 1925. Die hamsterartigen Nagetiere des Tertiars und ihre lebenden

Verwandten. Abh. Schweiz. Pal. Gesellsch. 45 : 1-114, 5 Taf., 15 figs.

ScHLOssER, M. 1884. Die Nager des europaischen Tertiars nebst Betrachtungen

iiber die Organisation und die geschichtliche Entwicklung der Nager iiber-

haupt. Paleontographica 31 : 19-162, 323-328, pi. 5-12

Stehlin, H. G., und Schaub, S. 1951. Die Trigonodontie der simplicidentaten

Nager. Abh. Schweiz. Pal. Gesellsch. 67 : 1-385, 620 figs.

The most important literature is indicated with a *.


